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RADICAL MINDS

JUSTICE RADHABINOD PAL

Justice Radhabinod Pal entered the Tokyo Tribunal with a lawyer's patience and a
historian’s unease. While others focused on verdicts, Pal examined the framework that
made judgment possible. He questioned retroactive law, selective prosecution, and the
assumption that victory conferred moral authority. His dissent was lengthy and methodical,
and it isolated him at the time. It has endured because it addressed a problem larger than

the trial itself. Pal treated justice as a system that required internal

consensus, and firmly within modern legal thought.

NANDALAL BOSE

Nandalal Bose understood academic art thoroughly enough to move beyond it. His work
drew from folk traditions, mural practices, and lived environments, without treating them
as sources of nostalgia. Form emerged from material, labour, and purpose. Lines carried
weight because they were anchored in use. Bose did not seek rupture for its own sake.
His modernity grew from continuity, shaped by an attention to place and
discipline. The result was art that resisted both imitation and spectacle,
and remained grounded in everyday life.

HOMI J. BHABHA AND
VIKRAM SARABHAI

consistency, not applause. That insistence placed him outside

A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM

For Homi J. Bhabha and Vikram Sarabhai, science was a matter of institution-building
before achievement. They worked in conditions of limited resources and long horizons,
focusing on training, coordination, and infrastructure. Laboratories, research cultures, and
administrative systems mattered as much as outcomes. Their approach avoided hurried

comparison with the West. Capacity was built patiently, with an assumption
that scale would follow structure. This quiet confidence shaped India's =
scientific landscape more decisively than any single launch or experiment.

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam treated engineering as a matter of responsibility. He spoke plainly
about limits, access, and consequence. Technology, for him, was not just about what could
be built, but about what should be built and for whom. He avoided the language of
dominance and speed. Instead, he emphasized usefulness and restraint.
Kalam's modernity was practical and ethical. It moved forward, but it kept
looking at who would be standing in its path.




THE ASHTADHYAYI OF PANINI, -
TRANSLATED INTQ ENGLISH.
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PANINP'S ASHTADHYAYI
Panini's grammar was not a record of language as it
existed. It was a system capable of generating language.
Through a tightly organised set of rules, the Astadhyayi
produced structure without prescribing content. This was
compression as method. Complexity emerged from order,
not accumulation. Panini's work anticipated later ideas of
formal systems and computation, though it belonged fully
to its own time. Its endurance lies in its precision. The
grammar continues to matter because it shows how clarity
can scale without becoming rigid.

SANTINIKETAN

Rabindranath Tagore approached education as a living
practice rather than an administrative process.
Santiniketan drew from Vedic and Upanishadic ideas of
learning as attention, dialogue, and proximity between
teacher and student. Classes took place in open spaces,
not as symbolism but as discipline. Art, music, and work
were integral, shaping perception and judgment rather
than supplementing instruction. Tagore rejected the
factory model of schooling without rejecting modernity
itself. Santiniketan proposed an alternative system, one
that balanced inheritance with independence and treated
freedom as something learned through daily practice.
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CARVAKA (LOKAYATA)

The Carvaka or Lokayata tradition placed knowledge firmly
within the bounds of perception. It dismissed scriptural
authority and metaphysical claims as unreliable, insisting that
what could not be experienced did not warrant belief. Inference
was treated cautiously; revelation was rejected altogether. This
position was not rhetorical provocation but a method grounded
in material life and consequence. Much of the tradition survives
only through its critics, a reminder of how dissenting systems
are often erased rather than refuted. Carvaka complicates the
assumption that ancient Indian thought moved along a single
spiritual axis. It represents a parallel lineage in which
scepticism and evidence were treated as intellectual discipline.

CARVAKA DARS ANA
KI
SASTRIYA SAMIKS A

(A CRITICAL STUDY OF CARVAKA PHILOSOPHY )

BY
DR. SARVANANDA PATHAK, M. A., FH, D.

Kavyauriba, PurfolchXrya { Gold Medalllst )
Lecturer in Sanskrit,

Nava Nalanda Mabavibars, Nalanda ( Patna ),




SPICE ROUTES
AND RAIL TRACKS

TRADE ROUTES
IN ANCIENT INDIA

India functioned as a node long before it was a nation.
Goods moved outward because demand pulled them.
Spices, textiles, metals - all traveled vast distances because
this geography produced value at scale. This was not
isolation. It was participation. Global trade did not arrive with
colonization. It was interrupted by it.

THE DUTCH,
FRENCH, AND
PORTUGUESE

These powers entered India believing control would follow
presence. What followed instead was adaptation. Language
shifted. Diet changed. Identity blurred. They built forts but
absorbed customs. Their legacy is not domination but
residue. India does not repel influence. It absorbs it and
moves on.

The railway was designed for extraction. Its logic was linear:
resource to port, port to empire. What its planners failed to
predict was circulation. The same tracks carried ideas,
resistance, and coordination. Infrastructure built for control
became infrastructure for opposition. The system outlived
its intention.




FROM PALM LEAVES
TO PIXELS

ANCIENT CENTRES OF LEARNING

METCALFE HALL, CALCUTTA, 1903

By the turn of the twentieth century, scale demanded a different solution.
When the Imperial Library opened at Metcalfe Hall in January 1903,
knowledge was reorganised for public access under a single
administrative system. John Macfarlane, appointed from the British
Museum, brought with him the methods of a profession that was only
beginning to define itself in the West: standardised cataloguing,
repeatable procedures, and a reference library designed for systematic
use. The shift was not architectural but procedural. Knowledge was no
longer held together by lineage and memory alone, but by method,
classification, and rules that could be taught and maintained.

NATIONAL DIGITAL LIBRARY OF INDIA

National Digital Library of India extends this institutional logic into the digital
present. lts task is not merely to collect, but to organise knowledge across
languages, disciplines, and levels of expertise. Digital abundance replaces
scarcity with lexity. A b desi bl her th 2 National
y with complexity. Access becomes a design problem rather than a @ Digital Library
ndia

technical one. NDLI treats organisation as an intellectual responsibility, of Ind
ALL OF INDIA

requiring curation, metadata, and sustained care. From palm leaves to printed
catalogues to digital platforms, the problem remains consistent: how to make
knowledge reachable without dissolving its structure.
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